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RABBI DONNA KIRSHBAUM TO LECTURE AT OHEV SHALOM

Wednesday evening, 23 Kislev9 December, Congregation Ohev Shalom
welcomes to the dais Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum, a stalwart davener at our
weekday shaharit services. But two nights before Chanukah, Rabbi Kirshbaum

wi || del i ver a |l ecture that wi | | do m
holiday. Her |l ecture entitled 06Subve
and Jewish Particularism, 6 wil!/ consi

the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus ¢irca38-circa100) influenced Jewish
images of Chanukah. Thema & aservice will begin promptly at 7:15 p.m.,
followed immediately by the lecture.

Rabbi Kirshbaum, a trained classicist, received her undergraduate degree
from Swarthmore College and her graduate degrees from College of Notre
Dame of Maryland and Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, from which she
also received her rabbinical ordination. Rabbi Kirshbaum resides in Swarthmore
and holds the pulpit at Congregation String of Pearls in Princeton, New Jersey.

Please do invite your family members, neighbors, friends, and colleagues to
this exciting lecture. As are all our lectures, it is free and all are welcome!

This lecture is sponsored by the Joseph B. Godick Jewish History Lecture
Fund. This fund was established in 57591999 to promote Jewish scholarship
and learning. Since its inception, the Godick Fund has done much to serve our
community and the community at large. The Godick Fund provides an excellent
means to participate in furthering the cause of Jewish learning for us all.
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What former Ohev member marched with our Torahs from Cheste
Wallingford when he was 5 years old, and grew up to be a famo(¥
jazz musician in New York City?
Dondt know? Stay tu
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SHABBAT SERVICE SCHEDULE (Kabbalat Shabbat services at 6 p.m.
Shabbat morning services at 9 am, unless otherwise noted.)

1 December 4/5. Bar Mitzvah of Alex Petrescuy Junior Congregation 10 a.m.
December 11/12. Bar Mitzvah ofDarren Schwartz

Junior Congregation 10 a.m.; Tot Shabbat 10:30 a.m.

Volume 5, No. 4

December 2009

uSé)eﬁial I?tegast: de e D
Si
e X

I 1Katen\Er@st bid, N

st of an
1 Alex Petrescu bio,
p.5

1 Sunday at Ohev,
p.11

1 Hanukah Dinner
form, p.12

d!
his band

gsﬁiedhis ia;ué: t

Rabbi s Cc 3 er

1
9 December 18/19. Shabbat dinner following Friday evening service (see p. 12);
1

December 25/26 . Services will be held. Office closed.
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PLEASE NOTE!

The Search Committee for
the next
Executive Director
would like to open our
recruiting arms to Ohev
Shalom congregants.

If you know of a good
candidate for this position,
please refer them to
www.jewishjobs.com, where
job details are available.

Thank you.

Taste of Shabbat

Join us
December 19th, 2009

at the home of

Elsa & Mort Wachs

immedlately following services

to Re/Jewovenate your Shabbat

Pot luck lunch
please bring dairy or parve dish

enough for 8

it yourlast name begins with
A to L Please bring Main course
M to R Please bring Salad or side
S to Z Please bring Dessert

RSO0P

Sherry Zigon|or Andy Szabo
Zi n‘perf.com
2>@aol.com

543-2173

Annual New Member Shabbat

Our annual new member Shabbat was lovely this year. The feel-
ing of the morning was one of friendship and warmth. We are so
happy that many of the newest members of our community took
part in the service and stayed after services to schmooze and nosh.
Please try to remember to put the new member Shabbat on your
calendar for next year. Itis a wonderful opportunity to make our
newest families feel welcome.

Karen and Joelyiembership G&hairs
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Rabbi 6s Corner
0é ner shel Shabbat vdéChanukaho
Jewish law, Halachah, tries to ancient rabbis does two The rabbis did a pretty smart
govern everyt hi significantthitheforud: 1)id s thing on this one. The guiding
hard to believe, but over the links us to 3,000 years of history principle is: Once you light the

course of 2,000 years, the rabbis and to every generation of Jews Shabbat candles, Shabbat has
seem to have thought of every  along the way, and 2) it affords  officially begun and you can no

possible question we might ask... us the opportunity to create longer use fire at all! Therefore,
and answer it. Ever wondered meaning and religious on Friday night we light the
how the rabbis thought you significance in the simple act of Chanukah candles first, but on
should tie your shoe laces? Or  lighting a candle. Saturday night we light the
which fingernail to cut first? The First of all, ~ow are we Chanukah candleslast. That
rabbis seem to have an opinion meant to light them? Well, we way, Shabbat is undisturbed by
on nearly every topic begin by putting one candle in  the use of fire, and Chanukah
imaginable. For many people, the right -most arm of the still gets observed both nights.
this fact is a reason to reject Chanukiah- on the first day of Not too shabby, huh?
Halacha. Who are the rabbis to the holiday, and one candle in Ultimately, some of you
tell me how to live my life? Why the center spot, known as the may be rolling your eyes and
do they give a hoot??? 0 Sh améathehcandletolight sayi ng: OWho cares
I n my opi ni onallothet carsllesb@ndha sesoad rabbis cared, and tweaking our
they sought meaning in every day, we also start at the right - observance slightly to
mundane activity. They saw most end, but we light the incorporate their values links us
every facet of life as an newer candle first. So we add to them and to our ancestors in
opportunity to praise God and candles right-to-eft, but we light every generation.
acknowl edge Go d them leftdolright. This is dome | dm not asking vy
lives. So even though we may  for two reasons. We honor the restructure your entire lives to
disagree with some of their compromise between two mat ch Hal achah, I
decisions, | believe it behooves schools of rabbis who disagreed that myself! But in the midst of
us to seek meaningand purpose on di recti ons . @vind presénts,eatiaglfoeds a n
in our own actions, and find opportunity to see the miracle of drenched in oil, and playing a
ways to praise God in Chanukah increase each night game with a spinning top that
everything that we do. And with an additional candle, and honestly never made any sense
luckily for us, Chanukah is just  to honor the new day of to me, we can connect to
around the corner! Chanukah by lighting its candle thousands of years of Jewish
I would like to lay out for first. heritage and even to God. Who
you some of the practices The second practice | knew you could get so much
instituted by the rabbis wanted to mention deals with out of funny, little, multi -colored
regarding the observance of Shabbat. Do you light Shabbat  candles?
Chanukah. | do this because any candles before Chanukah Chag Urim Sameach!
Joe Shmo can throw a few candles or viceversa, and on Happy Festival of Lights!
candles in a candelabra and say Saturday night do you light the
heds observing B8Bdvdalahuckndldheforb the Rabbi Jeremy Gerber
following the mandate of the Chanukah candles or viceversa?

“I'ncidentally, the proper name for it is 0Ch-amedthingirhthe6 NOT
ancient Temple in Jerusalem. The Chanukiah is the ninearmed thing we all light in our homes on Chanukah.


file:///C:/Users/tzefirah/Documents/The%20Honey%20Jar/12%202009/Rabbi.doc#_ftn1#_ftn1
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December is here!

All of the decorations for
Christmas are out. And for
Ohev Shalom congregants,
this means a time to support
our neighbors. As we have
done for many years, Ohev is
again planning to help out our
local hospitals on Friday,
December 25.

We need volunteers to help in
the kitchen, the information
desks and generally just
lending a hand at Crozer
Chester Medical Center, Taylor
Hospital, and the Coatesville
VA Hospital. Shifts can be as
short as 1 or 2 hours or as long
as 4 hours. So plan on
attending services in the
morning and helping out in
the afternoon. Shifts start at
noon and run
would like to do an evening
shift, just let me know. It can
be arranged.

0t

If you are interested , please
contact Jodi Leshnerat
610-361-3482.

Please leave a message with
the hospital of your choice and
preferred time/s.

Thanks in advance for your
help in this wonderful tradition
of mitzvot!

50405

President 6swedormp akls

Chaverim,

Over the past month, the congregation has enjoyed some
special moments, notably Rabbi Gerberd mstallation and the
annual Congregational Brunch.
would like to share some of my remarks for each of those
wonderful events. Connecting both of them is the theme that
congregants need to step to the plate, not only to support our
energized and creative ritual team of Rabbi and Cantor, but in
the ongoing administrative work of the community as well,
through the standing and special committees which rely on the
time and commitment of our members. For the first time in many
years, we have professional leaders who are working as hard as
our lay leadership to move the congregation forward, dedicated
to creating the warm and inspirational spiritual home which we
are seeking for ourselves, our families, and friends.

0 éRBut now the real work begins, as we get into the rhythm
of a weekly game day Shabbat and the challenge of refilling the
seats with fans who, over recent years, may have decided to
simply watch the games from home. Of course, we have our
specialgveaway days, |/ ke todayads
Member Shabbat, or one of our
simchas, which generally have broad fan appeal. Today, | want
to urge fans to support our team each and every week
throughout the year. Please plan to attend our weekly 6PM
Friday night pep rally, fun for young and old alike, when our
cheerleaders use new formations and melodies to really get our
Juices flowing in preparation for the game on Saturday morning.
And then on Shabbat, what could be more fun than some
breakfast tailgating in the parking lot?

OAfter all, t he teamébs
camaraderie, contagious; its enerqy, uplifting and inspirational;
every Shabbat is now filled with teamwork, humor, creativity,
ce Rari iyl pation, and
you asked for in our surveys last year. Ultimately, your regular
attendance and support will become self-sustaining, and
undoubtedly the most important ingredient to keeping these
/| eaders i n our backfield for
hope that, like most great sports heroes from times gone by, you
(Rabbi Gerber) may choose to begin and end your long career
on only one team, we hope that you and Rebecca will be
seamlessly woven into the fabric of our community and lives of
our congregants,; and we may now hand off our legacy and
together create a vision for an enduring and rewarding spiritual
journey toget her. o

Thanks to their tremendous motivation and a little help
from our newly formed Communications Committee, the impact
of Rabbi and Cantor can be felt in virtually every component of
life in the synagogue, and has now begun to reach even further,
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beyond our wall s. OQur Bodonai Mi t
revised, with more helpful guidelines for parents concerning
schedules, meetings, Kashrut, caterers, and music; we have been
featured in the Jewish Exponent and Delaware County Daily Times
we are participating in local college and interfaith initiatives; our
events are now routinely included in the electronic Delaware
County Kehillah materials. Thanks to the hard work of so many, our
congregation is more than | ivin
of Del aware County. 6

But we will need the help and commitment of every member
to succeed over the long haul. We must expand our circles of
volunteers and regular service attendees, and follow the leads of
2009 award winners: Marianne Glanzman, Woman of the Year;Ron
Katcher, Man of the Year;Phyllis Lebowich, Meritorious Service;Alan
Goldman, Meritorious Service. For me, my words at the brunch said
it best:

oToday we are gathered to hor
who have discovered that Ohev can serve as a main ingredient for
the balance and perspective which we are all seeking in our lives.
They are tremendous role models, each one making a positive
difference for all of us; through their varied roles they consistently
display leadership and empathy, faith and commitment, and a
tremendous love for our community. Today is our collective chance
to [ ove them back. o

| hope that December proves to be a wonderful month for
each of you, with a joyous Chanukah and the chance to recharge
your batteries during a holiday break. Thank you for your
membership, and consider a New Years resolution to make the most
of it.

With great fondness,
David Pollack

Morah Karen Ernest

Gimmel Class (Third Grade) Sunday
Karen and her family have been members of
Ohev Shalom for eleven years, and Karen is ex-
cited to be teaching on Sunday to many of the
children she met when they were just babies.
She is a Sisterhood past president and the current Sisterhood Vice
President, as well as t h-@hairs(with a g
Joel Fein). Karen and her husband Brad are the proud parents of
Hana and Rachel, one of our students who will be becoming a bat
mitzvah this spring.

Karen thanks you for entrusting your children to her, and she

welcomes any feedback that you might want to give her.

has

Alex Petrescu
Bar Mitzvah
December 5, 2009

?A(ex isfaﬁ élthrgragleq‘ngngrt ed ¢

student at Strath Haven
Middle School. He has a 16
year-old sister Illana and a
Pekingese dog named YoYo.
Alex is a fencer and tennis
player. He loves to hang out
with his family and friends
and has a special interest in
current events.

For his mitzvah project, Alex
has been volunteering at the
LifeCenter in Chester and has
been collecting books for
Reading Partners. In
addition, he has raised
money for research for the
American Heart Association
in memory of his

grandfather, Bob.

Alex is looking forward to

becoming a bar mitzvah and

to traveling next summer

with his family. He would

like to thank Cantor Friedrich
OafdURRIhISGerbke B} RiktHeif h i P

help and support, with a very

special thanks to his

grandmother, Mimi, who is

knitting all the yarmulkes for

his Bar Mitzvah.
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Ron Bloom in the
White House

Did you know that Ron Bloom,
President Obama
Counselor for Manufacturing
Policy and former head of the

Aut o Task Force
oCar Czar, 6 i s
Ohev Shal omds s

completed through Grade 12
here. His siblings, Margo and
Dan, did the same.

The Bloom family lived in
Swarthmore for many years
before moving to Philadelphia.
Rond&s mother Pa
Bloom taught in our school for
more than fifteen years before
leaving to serve as an
instructor in Akiba Hebrew
Academy, a Jewish day school.
Rondés father Jo
Phil adel phi ads
Science Museum.

Rabbi Kaplan (our Rabbi
Emeritus) and Joel Bloom first
met as teenagers in a camp
seminar for leaders of
Habonim --Labor Zionist
Youth. The rabbi officiated at
Joel ds funer al
2008, in Philadelphia. He had
been contacted two years
earlier to cond
funeral, but could not return
from overseas in time.

Rabbi Kaplan says that he
remembers each member of
the talented and Jewishly-
committed Bloom family with
great affection. Surely some
Ohev Shalom members must
also recall one or more of
them. We all wish Ohev
Shalom graduate Ron Bloom
much success in his important
work.

Social Action

Sherry Zigon: Ohev Shalom
Social Action
Woman of Valor
0 Ben y@arsagop Rabbi
Grundfast handed Sherry a
letter from the group
@ardinatibgadinrzeBas the
alLifeCerded a shelter in &pper
c Dathy IWpuld siredake it on?
Sherry had served on the
synagogueds sc
years, including as board chair.
She wanted more
opportunities at Ohev Shalom
for kids to get involved. Sherry
u Waatedde? kids to &now that
ot his was what
As Sherry helped serve
that first time, she remembers
feeling inadequate compared
to the need. She was back
e dgainnveosnortihe later. Qtter
F qorgredantsg piiched mand i t
followed her example. She got
Mends Club and
involved. For ten years, Ohev
Shalom has brought dinner to
the LifeCenter on the first
Sunday of odd-numbered
months, six dinners a year,
each Sarving 160rcheats in
need. She sometimes filled in
at the last minute for missing
uwlunteera ©Of the Sisty meals

Shabbat, Purim baskets, and
Ghe @imased Commaities.
l'tds hard to
accept praise for what she
does. She downplays it, just
saying that she does what she
can. Like the Woman of Valor
in Proverbs, she stretches out
her hands to the poor and
reaches out to the needy, and
twe say: give bea credlit fdr ber
for her achievement, and let
her own works praise her at
the gates.
Brighten the New Year for
People in Needé
By senwisg atdhie HifeGenter,
Sunday evening, January 3,
2010. We need servers (aged
at least 12) and shoppers (all
ages). Please contacFran
Stier, franstier@comcast.net.
ut Make Some
(V’ December a Little
4 pJCheedi er é
By donating new
pajamas and
reading books for
children at the
Family
Management
Center Shelter in Chester.
Elayne DeSimoneand Jake
Zirker will be collecting your

Ohev Shalom has served since donations. Could your family

t hen,
half.

Sherryos

adopt B kideodtwa? Mo a t
volunteer, please contact

Sherry fit LifeCenter into a Elayne (elayned@gmail.com)

busy life, as a mom to Michael,
Eli and Ariel, a wife to Jack,
working full time as a
physicianos
helping her parents. In
addition, she served in other
Ohev volunteer roles: the
Rabbi Search Committee, the
Rabbi d&ds instal

as

by email for details so that the
gifts can be delivered in time
for the holidays.
sistant, FRandtier,
Social Action Chair

(h) 610-543-0815
(W) 302-594-2758
(c) 484-432-8335

|l ati on, a Taste

get

Ki

| eas

of



Volume 5, No. 4

Page 7

Another Successful Rummage Sale

Has Come and Gone!

On Sunday, November 8, the
Mends Club held
Rummage Sale. We would like
to take this opportunity to thank
all the members
who worked so diligently to
collect, organize, display and
ultimately sell the
omerchandise. 0
special thanks to several of the
wives, (most notably, Donna
Cohen, Amy Graham, Karen
Stesis and Bonnie Kaplan)and
to Steve for all their help with
the event. Thanks also to all the
members of the Ohev
Community for their donations

to and patronage of the sale.
Mends Club rais
during the Rummage Sale. In
addition, we were also able to
donate large amounts of

Join a Havurah

dChavuraho oli U@kRv
Hebr ew: ofell owshi
ochavurotho): a s

minded Jews who assemble for the
purposes of sharing communal
experiences such as life cycle events
and Jewish learning.

Are you interested in joining a
havurah? Do you want to know
more about what a havurah can
do to foster a greater
connection to our synagogue?
Some Ohev family units have
been doing fun and educational
activities together for the past
eight years! We are hoping to
organize a few more havurot
this year. If you want more
information about this

leftover clothing and household
items te theaGoodwilathrift

shop, several bags of stuffed
ani mals and chi
shelters fvrdattéred waiemn b
and their children, and many
boxes of books to a local library.
The stage is now clear and in an
attempt ta lebep it that way we
ask that no one drop off any
items for future rummage sales
until further notice. Lastly, if
anyone knows anybody who
would like to purchase a king
size bed in excellent condition

for a osteal 6 o
contact one of us.
ed ~%$3, RichKaplan &

Andy Graham
Rummage Sale cechairs

impartadit aspect of our
RontmubityUplease check out
B websfd, Shh.orbine, '  ©
click on o0Group
oHavurah. ¢ | f
in joining or forming a havurah,
please contact Karen,
Membership Committee Co-
Chair, or Judy Young, Havurot
Chair. Hope to hear from many
of you soon!

Karen Ernest:
610-328-6290
kbhorsinaround@comcast.net

Judy Young
610-566-8979
judyrn56@aol.com

f
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Sisterhood Scoop:
Membership News and
Upcoming Events

Firstevg 6 s
would like to
wish a
Happy
Chanukah to
all.
Remember to visit the Gift
Gallery for all of your holiday
needs!!

We also want to give a
great big thank you to all
those who made the Paid Up
digner gsrgreat as ityase a s e
specificallyDoris Elofer,
Marianne Glanzman, Joyce
McNeill, Doreen Dworkin,
Debbie Consoli, Jacqui
Tillman, and Cathy Yeager.
Leah Stall ds si
added a nice touch to our
wonderful home -made
Moroccan meal. We had such
a great turnout 0 filling six
tables!

Our next general
meeting will be December 13,
10:00 a.m., at Ohev Shalom.

dhe Rig, gyent.wijl ke Challah

games to

ng

Bakingawjthethe hglprof Lize s t e ¢

Stern. It should be a great
time so we hope to see you
there!!

As the winter months
approach, please make an
attempt to come to a morning
minyan and /or Saturday
services, as many of our
members will be heading
south.

B6Shal om

Paula Lehrberger and

Sheri Whelpley
CoPresidents



