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The Honey Jar  
Community with a Purpose:  Torah, Tõfillah, Gemilut Chasadim (Torah, Prayer, and Acts of Lovingkindness) 

SHABBAT SERVICE SCHEDULE  (Kabbalat Shabbat services at 6 p.m.   
Shabbat morning services at 9 am, unless otherwise noted.) 

¶ December 4/5 .  Bar Mitzvah of Alex Petrescu; Junior Congregation 10 a.m. 

¶ December 11/12 .  Bar Mitzvah of Darren Schwartz 

¶ December 18/19 .  Shabbat dinner following Friday evening service (see p. 12); 
Junior Congregation 10 a.m.; Tot Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 

¶ December 25/26 .  Services will be held.  Office closed. 

Heard the Buzz? 
What former Ohev member marched with our Torahs from Chester to 

Wallingford when he was 5 years old, and grew up to be a famous 
jazz musician in New York City? 
Donõt know?  Stay tuned! 

Heõll be returning to Ohev with his band to help us celebrate a VERY 
special event on Saturday, March 20. 

Dust off your dancinõ shoes and get ready to swing! 

RABBI DONNA KIRSHBAUM TO LECTURE AT OHEV SHALOM  

Wednesday evening, 23 Kislev-9 December, Congregation Ohev Shalom 
welcomes to the dais Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum, a stalwart davener at our 
weekday shaharit services. But two nights before Chanukah, Rabbi Kirshbaum 
will deliver a lecture that will do much to deepen oneõs knowledge of the 
holiday. Her lecture entitled òôSubversive in Silk Pyjamas?õ Chanukah, Josephus, 
and Jewish Particularism,ó will consist of an examination of how the writings of 
the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (circa 38-circa 100) influenced Jewish 
images of Chanukah. The maõariv service will begin promptly at 7:15 p.m., 
followed immediately by the lecture.  

Rabbi Kirshbaum, a trained classicist, received her undergraduate degree 
from Swarthmore College and her graduate degrees from College of Notre 
Dame of Maryland and Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, from which she 
also received her rabbinical ordination. Rabbi Kirshbaum resides in Swarthmore 
and holds the pulpit at Congregation String of Pearls in Princeton, New Jersey. 

Please do invite your family members, neighbors, friends, and colleagues to 
this exciting lecture. As are all our lectures, it is free and all are welcome! 

This lecture is sponsored by the Joseph B. Godick Jewish History Lecture 
Fund. This fund was established in 5759-1999 to promote Jewish scholarship 
and learning. Since its inception, the Godick Fund has done much to serve our 
community and the community at large. The Godick Fund provides an excellent 
means to participate in furthering the cause of Jewish learning for us all. 
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PLEASE NOTE! 
The Search Committee for 

the next 
Executive  Director  

would like to open our 
recruiting arms to Ohev 

Shalom congregants.   
If you know of a good 

candidate for this position, 
please refer them to 

www.jewishjobs.com, where 
job details are available. 

 

Thank you. 

Annual New Member Shabbat  
Our annual new member Shabbat was lovely this year.  The feel-
ing of the morning was one of friendship and warmth.  We are so 
happy that many of the newest members of our community took 
part in the service and stayed after services to schmooze and nosh.  
Please try to remember to put the new member Shabbat on your 
calendar for next year.  It is a wonderful opportunity to make our 
newest families feel welcome. 

Karen and Joel, Membership Co-Chairs 
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Rabbiõs Corner 
òé ner shel Shabbat võChanukahó 

Jewish law, Halachah, tries to 
govern everything we do. Itõs 
hard to believe, but over the 
course of 2,000 years, the rabbis 
seem to have thought of every 
possible question we might ask... 
and answer it. Ever wondered 
how the rabbis thought you 
should tie your shoe laces? Or 
which fingernail to cut first? The 
rabbis seem to have an opinion 
on nearly every topic 
imaginable. For many people, 
this fact is a reason to reject 
Halacha. Who are the rabbis to 
tell me how to live my life? Why 
do they give a hoot??? 

In my opinion, itõs because 
they sought meaning in every 
mundane activity. They saw 
every facet of life as an 
opportunity to praise God and 
acknowledge Godõs role in our 
lives. So even though we may 
disagree with some of their 
decisions, I believe it behooves 
us to seek meaning and purpose 
in our own actions, and find 
ways to praise God in 
everything that we do. And 
luckily for us, Chanukah is just 
around the corner!  

I would like to lay out for 
you some of the practices 
instituted by the rabbis 
regarding the observance of 
Chanukah. I do this because any 
Joe Shmo can throw a few 
candles in a candelabra and say 
heõs observing Chanukah, but 
following the mandate of the 

ancient rabbis does two 
significant things for us: 1) it 
links us to 3,000 years of history 
and to every generation of Jews 
along the way, and 2) it affords 
us the opportunity to create 
meaning and religious 
significance in the simple act of 
lighting a candle.  

First of all, how  are we 
meant to light them? Well, we 
begin by putting one candle in 
the right -most arm of the 
Chanukiah

*
 on the first day of 

the holiday, and one candle in 
the center spot, known as the 
òShamashó ð the candle to light 
all other candles. On the second 
day, we also start at the right -
most end, but we light the 
newer candle first. So we add 
candles right-to-left, but we light 
them left -to-right. This is done 
for two reasons. We  honor the 
compromise between two 
schools of rabbis who disagreed 
on directions. And itõs also an 
opportunity to see the miracle of 
Chanukah increase each night 
with an additional candle, and 
to honor the new day of 
Chanukah by lighting its candle 
first. 

The second practice I 
wanted to mention deals with 
Shabbat. Do you light Shabbat 
candles before Chanukah 
candles or vice-versa, and on 
Saturday night do you light the 
Havdalah candle before the 
Chanukah candles or vice-versa? 

The rabbis did a pretty smart 
thing on this one. The guiding 
principle is: Once you light the 
Shabbat candles, Shabbat has 
officially begun and you can no 
longer use fire at all! Therefore, 
on Friday night we light the 
Chanukah candles first, but on 
Saturday night we light the 
Chanukah candles last. That 
way, Shabbat is undisturbed by 
the use of fire, and Chanukah 
still gets observed both nights. 
Not too shabby, huh?  

Ultimately, some of you 
may be rolling your eyes and 
saying: òWho cares?ó But the 
rabbis cared, and tweaking our 
observance slightly to 
incorporate their values links us 
to them and to our ancestors in 
every generation. 

Iõm not asking you to 
restructure your entire lives to 
match Halachah, I donõt even do 
that myself! But in the midst of 
giving presents, eating foods 
drenched in oil, and playing a 
game with a spinning top that 
honestly never made any sense 
to me, we can connect to 
thousands of years of Jewish 
heritage and even to God. Who 
knew you could get so much 
out of funny, little, multi -colored 
candles? 

Chag Urim Sameach! 
Happy Festival of Lights! 

 

Rabbi Jeremy Gerber 

*
 Incidentally, the proper name for it is òChanukiah,ó NOT òMenorah.ó The Menorah was the seven-armed thing in the 

ancient Temple in Jerusalem. The Chanukiah is the nine-armed thing we all light in our homes on Chanukah.  

file:///C:/Users/tzefirah/Documents/The%20Honey%20Jar/12%202009/Rabbi.doc#_ftn1#_ftn1
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Presidentõs Compass: Weõre All up to Bat 

Chaverim, 
Over the past month, the congregation has enjoyed some 
special moments, notably Rabbi Gerberõs Installation and the 
annual Congregational Brunch. For this monthõs Honey Jar, I 
would like to share some of my remarks for each of those 
wonderful events. Connecting both of them is the theme that 
congregants need to step to the plate, not only to support our 
energized and creative ritual team of Rabbi and Cantor, but in 
the ongoing administrative work of the community as well, 
through the standing and special committees which rely on the 
time and commitment of our members. For the first time in many 
years, we have professional leaders who are working as hard as 
our lay leadership to move the congregation forward, dedicated  
to creating the warm and inspirational spiritual home which we 
are seeking for ourselves, our families, and friends. 

òé..But now the real work begins, as we get into the rhythm 
of a weekly game day Shabbat and the challenge of refilling the 
seats with fans who, over recent years, may have decided to 
simply watch the games from home. Of course, we have our 
special give-away days, like todayõs Installation, next weekõs New 
Member Shabbat, or one of our many fabulous Bõnai Mitzvah 
simchas, which generally have broad fan appeal. Today, I want 
to urge fans to support our team each and every week 
throughout the year. Please plan to attend our weekly 6PM 
Friday night pep rally, fun for young and old alike, when our 
cheerleaders use new formations and melodies to really get our 
juices flowing in preparation for the game on Saturday morning. 
And then on Shabbat, what could be more fun than some 
breakfast tailgating in the parking lot?  

òAfter all, the teamõs preparation has been meticulous; its 
camaraderie, contagious; its energy, uplifting and inspirational; 
every Shabbat is now filled with teamwork, humor, creativity, 
audience participation, and tremendous òruach,ó precisely what 
you asked for in our surveys last year. Ultimately, your regular 
attendance and support will become self -sustaining, and 
undoubtedly the most important ingredient to keeping these 
leaders in our backfield for many years to comeé.We can only 
hope that, like most great sports heroes from times gone by, you 
(Rabbi Gerber) may choose to begin and end your long career 
on only one team; we hope that you and Rebecca will be 
seamlessly woven into the fabric of our community and lives of 
our congregants; and we may now hand off our legacy and 
together create a vision for an enduring and rewarding spiritual 
journey together.ó 

Thanks to their tremendous motivation and a little help 
from our newly -formed Communications Committee, the impact 
of Rabbi and Cantor can be felt in virtually every component of 
life in the synagogue, and has now begun to reach even further, 

All of the decorations for 
Christmas are out. And for 
Ohev Shalom congregants, 
this means a time to support 
our neighbors. As we have 
done for many years, Ohev is 
again planning to help out our 
local hospitals on Friday, 
December 25.   
 
We need volunteers to help in 
the kitchen, the information 
desks and generally just 
lending a hand at Crozer 
Chester Medical Center, Taylor 
Hospital, and the Coatesville 
VA Hospital.   Shifts can be as 
short as 1 or 2 hours or as long 
as 4 hours.  So plan on 
attending services in the 
morning and helping out in 
the afternoon. Shifts start at 
noon and run ôtil 4 pm.  If you 
would like to do an evening 
shift, just let me know. It can 
be arranged. 
 
If you are  interested , please  
contact Jodi Leshner at 
610-361-3482. 
 
Please leave a message with 
the hospital of your choice and 
preferred time/s. 
 
Thanks in advance for your 
help in this wonderful tradition 
of mitzvot!  

December is here!  
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Alex is an 8th grade honor 
student at Strath Haven 
Middle School.  He has a 16-
year-old sister Ilana and a 
Pekingese dog named YoYo.  
Alex is a fencer and tennis 
player.  He loves to hang out 
with his family and friends 
and has a special interest in 
current events.   
 
For his mitzvah project, Alex 
has been volunteering at the 
LifeCenter in Chester and has 
been collecting books for 
Reading Partners.  In 
addition, he has raised 
money for research for the 
American Heart Association 
in memory of his 
grandfather, Bob. 
 
Alex is looking forward to 
becoming a bar mitzvah and 
to traveling next summer 
with his family.  He would 
like to thank Cantor Friedrich 
and Rabbi Gerber for all their 
help and support, with a very 
special thanks to his 
grandmother, Mimi, who is 
knitting all the yarmulkes for 
his Bar Mitzvah. 

Alex Petrescu 
Bar Mitzvah 

December 5, 2009 

beyond our walls. Our Bõnai Mitzvah handbook has been fully 
revised, with more helpful guidelines for parents concerning 
schedules, meetings, Kashrut, caterers, and music; we have been 
featured in the Jewish Exponent and Delaware County Daily Times; 
we are participating in local college and interfaith initiatives; our 
events are now routinely included in the electronic Delaware 
County Kehillah materials. Thanks to the hard work of so many, our 
congregation is more than living up to its billing as òThe Jewish Star 
of Delaware County.ó 

But we will need the help and commitment of every member 
to succeed over the long haul. We must expand our circles of 
volunteers and regular service attendees, and follow the leads of 
2009 award winners: Marianne Glanzman, Woman of the Year; Ron 
Katcher, Man of the Year; Phyllis Lebowich, Meritorious Service; Alan 
Goldman, Meritorious Service. For me, my words at the brunch said 
it best: 

òToday we are gathered to honor four devoted congregants 
who have discovered that Ohev can serve as a main ingredient for 
the balance and perspective which we are all seeking in our lives. 
They are tremendous role models, each one making a positive 
difference for all of us; through their varied roles they consistently 
display leadership and empathy, faith and commitment, and a 
tremendous love for our community. Today is our collective chance 
to love them back.ó 

I hope that December proves to be a wonderful month for 
each of you, with a joyous Chanukah and the chance to recharge 
your batteries during a holiday break. Thank you for your 
membership, and consider a New Years resolution to make the most 
of it. 

With great fondness, 

   David Pollack 

Morah Karen Ernest  
Gimmel Class (Third Grade) Sunday  
Karen and her family have been members of 
Ohev Shalom for eleven years, and Karen is ex-
cited to be teaching on Sunday to many of the 
children she met when they were just babies.  

She is a Sisterhood past president and the current Sisterhood Vice-
President, as well as the synagogueõs Membership Co-Chair (with 
Joel Fein).  Karen and her husband Brad are the proud parents of 
Hana and Rachel, one of our students who will be becoming a bat 
mitzvah this spring.   

Karen thanks you for entrusting your children to her, and she 
welcomes any feedback that you might want to give her.  
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Social Action  
Sherry Zigon:  Ohev Shalom 
Social Action Committeeõs  
Woman of Valor  
Ten years ago, Rabbi 
Grundfast handed Sherry a 
letter from the group 
coordinating dinner at the 
LifeCenter, a shelter in Upper 
Darby.  Would she take it on?  
Sherry had served on the 
synagogueõs school board for 
years, including as board chair.  
She wanted more 
opportunities at Ohev Shalom 
for kids to get involved.  Sherry 
wanted her kids to know that 
òthis was what Jews did.ó 

As Sherry helped serve 
that first time, she remembers 
feeling inadequate compared 
to the need.  She was back 
again two months later.  Other 
congregants pitched in and 
followed her example.  She got 
Menõs Club and Sisterhood 
involved.  For ten years, Ohev 
Shalom has brought dinner to 
the LifeCenter on the first 
Sunday of odd-numbered 
months, six dinners a year, 
each serving 150 clients in 
need.  She sometimes filled in 
at the last minute for missing 
volunteers.  Of the sixty meals 
Ohev Shalom has served since 
then, Sherryõs served in at least 
half. 

Sherry fit LifeCenter into a 
busy life, as a mom to Michael, 
Eli and Ariel, a wife to Jack, 
working full -time as a 
physicianõs assistant, and 
helping her parents.  In 
addition, she served in other 
Ohev volunteer roles: the 
Rabbi Search Committee, the 
Rabbiõs installation, a Taste of 

Shabbat, Purim baskets, and 
the Chesed Committee.   

Itõs hard to get Sherry to 
accept praise for what she 
does.  She downplays it, just 
saying that she does what she 
can.  Like the Woman of Valor 
in Proverbs, she stretches out 
her hands to the poor and 
reaches out to the needy, and 
we say: give her credit for her 
for her achievement, and let 
her own works praise her at 
the gates. 
Brighten the New Year for 
People in Needé 
By serving at the LifeCenter, 
Sunday evening, January 3, 
2010.  We need servers (aged 
at least 12) and shoppers (all 
ages).  Please contact Fran 
Stier, franstier@comcast.net.  

Make Some Kidsõ 
December a Little 
Cheerieré 
By donating new 
pajamas and 
reading books for 
children at the 
Family 
Management 

Center Shelter in Chester.  
Elayne DeSimone and Jake 
Zirker will be collecting  your 
donations.  Could your family 
adopt a kid or two?  To 
volunteer, please contact 
Elayne (elayned@gmail.com) 
by email for details so that the 
gifts can be delivered in time 
for the holidays. 

Fran Stier,  
Social Action Chair 

(h) 610-543-0815 
(w) 302-594-2758 
(c) 484-432-8335 

Ron Bloom in the 
White  House  
 
Did you know that Ron Bloom, 
President Obamaõs Senior 
Counselor for Manufacturing 
Policy and former head of the 
Auto Task Force as Obamaõs 
òCar Czar,ó is a graduate of 
Ohev Shalomõs school?  Ron 
completed through Grade 12 
here.  His siblings, Margo and 
Dan, did the same. 

The Bloom family lived in 
Swarthmore for many years 
before moving to Philadelphia.  
Ronõs mother Paula òPepió 
Bloom taught in our school for 
more than fifteen years before 
leaving to serve as an 
instructor in Akiba Hebrew 
Academy, a Jewish day school.    
Ronõs father Joel was head of 
Philadelphiaõs Franklin Institute 
Science Museum. 

Rabbi Kaplan (our Rabbi 
Emeritus) and Joel Bloom first 
met as teenagers in a camp 
seminar for leaders of 
Habonim -- Labor Zionist 
Youth.  The rabbi officiated at 
Joelõs funeral in September 
2008, in Philadelphia.  He had 
been contacted two years 
earlier to conduct Paulaõs 
funeral, but could not return 
from overseas in time.   

Rabbi Kaplan says that he 
remembers each member of 
the talented and Jewishly-
committed Bloom family with 
great affection.  Surely some 
Ohev Shalom members must 
also recall one or more of 
them.  We all wish Ohev 
Shalom graduate Ron Bloom 
much success in his important 
work. 
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Sisterhood Scoop:   
Membership News and 
Upcoming Events  

First we 
would like to 
wish a 
Happy 
Chanukah to 
all.  
Remember to visit the Gift 
Gallery for all of your holiday 
needs!! 

We also want to give a 
great big thank you to all 
those who made the Paid Up 
dinner as great as it was, 
specifically Doris Elofer, 
Marianne Glanzman, Joyce 
McNeill, Doreen Dworkin, 
Debbie Consoli, Jacqui 
Tillman, and Cathy Yeager.  
Leah Stallõs singing really 
added a nice touch to our 
wonderful home -made 
Moroccan meal.  We had such 
a great turnout ð filling six 
tables! 

Our next general 
meeting will be December 13, 
10:00 a.m., at Ohev Shalom.  
The big event will be Challah 
Baking with the help of Liz 
Stern.  It should be a great 
time so we hope to see you 
there!! 

As the winter months 
approach, please make an 
attempt to come to a morning 
minyan and /or Saturday 
services, as many of our 
members will be heading 
south. 

 BõShalom, 

Paula Lehrberger and  

Sheri Whelpley 
Co-Presidents 

On Sunday, November 8, the 
Menõs Club held its annual 
Rummage Sale.  We would like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
all the members of Menõs Club 
who worked so diligently to 
collect, organize, display and 
ultimately sell the 
òmerchandise.ó  In addition, 
special thanks to several of the 
wives, (most notably, Donna 
Cohen, Amy Graham, Karen 
Stesis and Bonnie Kaplan), and 
to Steve, for all their help with 
the event.  Thanks also to all the 
members of the Ohev 
Community for their donations 
to and patronage of the sale.  
Menõs Club raised ~$3,200 
during the Rummage Sale.   In 
addition, we were also able to 
donate large amounts of 

leftover clothing and household 
items to the Goodwill thrift 
shop, several bags of stuffed 
animals and childrenõs games to 
shelters for battered women 
and their children, and many 
boxes of books to a local library.  
The stage is now clear and in an 
attempt to keep it that way we 
ask that no one drop off any 
items for future rummage sales 
until further notice.  Lastly, if 
anyone knows anybody who 
would like to purchase a king 
size bed in excellent condition 
for a òstealó of a price please 
contact one of us. 
 

Rich Kaplan & 

Andy  Graham 
Rummage Sale co-chairs 

Another Successful Rummage Sale  

Has Come and Gone!  

Join a Havurah  
òChavurahó or òhavurahó (ÛïÜØÞ 
Hebrew: òfellowship,ó plural 
òchavurothó):  a small group of like-

minded Jews who assemble for the 
purposes of sharing communal 
experiences such as life cycle events 
and Jewish learning. 

 
Are you interested in joining a 
havurah?  Do you want to know 
more about what a havurah can 
do to foster a greater 
connection to our synagogue?  
Some Ohev family units have 
been doing fun and educational 
activities together for the past 
eight years!  We are hoping to 
organize a few more havurot 
this year.  If you want more 
information about this 

important aspect of our 
community, please check out 
our website, www.ohev.net, 
click on òGroupsó and the 
òHavurah.ó  If you are interested 
in joining or forming a havurah, 
please contact Karen, 
Membership Committee Co-
Chair, or Judy Young, Havurot 
Chair.  Hope to hear from many 
of you soon!   
 
Karen Ernest: 
610-328-6290 
kbhorsinaround@comcast.net 
 
Judy Young 
610-566-8979 
judyrn56@aol.com 


