
Inaugural Ball

Saturday, April 9, 2011

Congregation Ohev Shalom





Welcome

The Inaugural Ball of 

President Frances Sheehan

Program of events:
7:00 PM Cocktails

7:45 PM Inauguration Ceremony

8:15 PM Havdalah

8:30 PM The Ball

Dinner ▼ Dancing ▼ Open Bar

Silent Auction ▼ Entertainment

The Untouchables, led by Wayne Gustafson



Menu
Cocktails

Feminist Fizz—champagne with strawberry garnish
Inaugural Icee—blue raspberry water ice with vodka

Presidential Pomegranate Margarita

Assorted hot & cold hors d’oeuvres

Suffragette Salad—Tossed salad with 
dried cranberries, Mandarin oranges

& candied walnuts
with raspberry balsamic vinaigrette

Grilled Hawaiian Citizenship (?) Butterfish 
with Fruit Chutney

Or

She-can Chick-en
Chicken with Apricot Glace

Or

Vegetable Napoleon Complex

String Beans Almondine
Wild Rice Pilaf

Flourless Powerless Congressional Chocolate Torte
with Mixed Berries
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Friends,

We are so excited to welcome you to this year’s Presidential Gala, 
“Sheehan She Can”, the Inaugural Ball for our beloved synagogue 
president, Frances Sheehan. 

We first met Frances more than 20 years ago, when she and Rick 
relocated to this area in 1990. We became close friends seemingly
overnight, only later discovering what an amazing person Frances actually
is. She works tirelessly in her highly successful professional career and
always finds time to volunteer in the community, most notably at Ohev
Shalom but also elsewhere. She maintains a loving relationship with her
husband and is the mother of two wonderful children. Finally, despite her
seemingly endless commitments, she finds the time to be there as a good
friend. How she has the energy for all her passions is a bit of a mystery
to us. We have spent enough time with her to actually witness her sleep!

By virtue of your support, generosity and attendance at this affair, you are
joining us in celebrating Frances’ enormous dedication to our synagogue
community. Thanks to all of you for helping us to applaud her efforts!

We were honored when Frances asked us to chair this event that 
celebrates her presidency. However, so many individuals made this 
Inaugural Ball possible. These dedicated volunteers spent many, many
hours bringing forth their creativity and doing the real work that is 
essential for an event such as this to be successful. Their names are 
displayed on the following pages.

Thanks also to the many friends, professional associates, and businesses
who reached out in recognition and support of Frances’ achievements. 

Julie Harris Silverstein, Lauren and Steve Katz
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A Message From Our President
Chaverim,

Gratifying, rewarding, exhilarating, humbling, awe-inspiring. These are just
some of the words to describe my nine months so far as your synagogue
president. Before my term began I had other past presidents describe
their time as rewarding and I did believe them because I’ve led other 
nonprofit boards and, of course, I report to a Board of Directors in my
work at the Brandywine Health Foundation. So I see what a difference a
dedicated president or chair can make. But to be in the thick of it and to
have been given this special opportunity to lead a spiritual community
with my talented fellow board members, and at a time when we have such
a strong and cohesive staff—well, I really cannot say enough about what
an overall “life highlight” this has been already.

During these nine months there have been particular memorable moments
large and small, and most certainly this President’s Ball is one of them 
already. Just driving into Ohev Shalom’s parking lot (have I told you how
much I love my parking space?) and seeing the “Sheehan, She-Can” ‘yard
signs’ is an indication of the creativity so many of you bring to the table,
and is a daily reminder of how much hard work you put into sustaining our
shul in so many ways. Whether it’s a fundraising event, the musical show,
our Ohevy Hitters, special events like the Second Seder, day-to-day work
like the Budget and Audit and the School Committees—none of this
happens without somebody, and often more than one somebody, saying
“Ohev Shalom is my community too, how can I help?”

Three of those “somebodies” I cannot thank enough are Steve and Lauren
Katz, and Julie Silverstein for agreeing immediately to co-chair the event
when I asked them last summer. Along with Penni Starer, you encouraged
Rick and I to join Ohev Shalom two decades ago. We will always be grateful
to you for giving us the opportunity to be part of this special community.

And of course to the hard-working committee members and volunteers,
and generous sponsors and donors, who have given their treasure, talent
and time to make this event such a success, thank you for strengthening
the chain, lighting the spark, and bringing Judaism to Life in Delaware
County.  Sheehan, She-Can, because We-Can Together.

With heartfelt thanks,

Frances
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Presidential Ball Committees
Co-Chairs

Lauren & Steve Katz & Jul ie Si lverstein

Planning Committee

Ad Book Committee—David Pollack & Dee Devor

Decorating Committee—Karen Ernest

Invitations—Amy Pollack

RSVPs & Seating—Bonnie Kaplan

Betty Bard
Allan Baron
Mona Berman
Rebecca Berman
Elayne DeSimone
Doreen Dworkin
Marianne Glanzman
Judy Hausen-Stall
Shari Janovsky
Bonnie Kaplan

Ron Katcher
Kim Lent
Steve Levinstein
Sue Long
Amy Pollack
David Reppert, Boscov's
Steve Smith
Penni Starer
Louis Stesis
Lesley Mallow Wendell

Bonnie Breit
Dee Devor
Karen Ernest
Lise Fishman
Bonnie Kaplan
Lauren Katz
Steve Katz

Mark Paikoff
Amy Pollack
David Pollack
Julie Silverstein
Mel Skalina
Andy Starer
Lesley Wendell

Don Abramowitz
Jane Cohen
Frank Consoli
Ross Dworkin
Doris Elofer
Marianne Glanzman
Bruce Godick

Jim Goldfinger
Esther Grauman
Irma Kohn
Rebecca Kovacs
Andy Szabo
Josh Laster, Ex Officio
Bev Dickson, Ad Book Designer
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Publicity and Communication—Bonnie Breit

Amy Larchuk
Josh Laster

Videography/Comedy Advisor—Mark Paikoff

Entertainment Committee—Lesley Wendell

Beverage Committee—Lise Fishman

Phyllis Bookspan
Karen Stesis

Carlos Sacanell

Catering—Mel Skalina

Photography
Carly Katz

Katie Silverstein
Maddie Wendell

Synagogue Support Team
Thanks to our wonderful synagogue staff:

Josh Laster, our executive director 
bookkeeper extraordinaire Phyllis Lebowich

logistics coordinator Steve Smith

Jane Cohen
Cantor Steven Friedrich
Rabbi Jeremy Gerber
Bruce Godick
Stephanie Klein

Mark Paikoff
David Pollack
Penni Starer
Andy Szabo

6

Our sincere thanks to all those who have given so many
hours to make this evening a success. We hope we have
formally recognized everyone who has helped and deeply
regret any omissions.



The Inaugural Ball of President Frances Sheehan
Oval Office
RICARDO GELMAN

LAUREN & STEVE KATZ

GLADYS & AL MENDEL

AMY & DAVID POLLACK

HELEN G. POLLACK

JULIE HARRIS SILVERSTEIN

LYNA LEVIN ZOMMICK

Presidential
CHESTER COUNTY COMMUNITY DENTAL CENTER

BONNIE & RICH KAPLAN

RUTH & DONALD LEVINSTEIN

MACELREE HARVEY, LTD.
JENNIFER & ROBERT MCNEIL

VICKI & PAT SCOTT

SUE LONG & ANDY SZABO

AMY & MATT TASHMAN

CAROL E. WARE

Supreme Court
BETTY BARD & JAY ADELSBERG

SHARI & ALLAN BARON

ELIZABETH & THOMAS BELMONT

PHYLLIS BOOKSPAN

BONNIE BREIT & DEB SOUTAR

JUDY & BOB CHERNOFF

CHILD GUIDANCE RESOURCE CENTERS

COUNTRYSIDE CONSULTING, INC.
ELAYNE DESIMONE & BILL ZIRKER

DEE & MURRAY DEVOR

WENDY & MICHAEL DIGNAZIO

JESSIE & STEVEN GALSON

JAMES & SUSAN GELMAN

MARIANNE& ALAN GLANZMAN

JUDY & BRUCE GODICK

FRANCES & MATTHEW HARRIS

FRANCESCA KELLY

KATE & PETER KELSEN

LAURIE & CURT KROUSE

ELIZABETH MALACOFF

CLAUDETTE MOORE

KATHERINE NEILSON
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Supreme Court continued

PHYLLIS & ALAN SCHAPIRE

MEL & STEFAN SKALINA

PENNI & ANDREW STARER

KAREN & LOUIS STESIS

FRAN STIER & STEVE MAURER

Senate
MONA & BUD BERMAN

CAROLE & BRUCE BOGDANOFF

DEBBIE & FRANK CONSOLI

KIRSTEN & JONATHAN MYERS

LYNNE & STEVE SECUNDA

LESLEY & GARY WENDELL

House of Representatives
REBECCA & KYLE BERMAN

JOAN & JERRY BERSTEIN

MARIE & MURRAY BERSTEIN

ELLEN & ROBERT BILDERSEE

DONNA & CLIFF COHEN

JANE & JOSH COHEN

PEGGY DEPROPHETIS

BEVERLY & HENRY DICKSON

KATHY & BOB ELIAS

KAREN & BRAD ERNEST

ROANNE & BARRY ESTRIN

MARV FACKENTHALL

MERLE & STEVEN FISCHER

CAROL & MARVIN FREED

LISA GARDNER

SUSAN GOLDBERG & JON KRINICK

LORI &  JIM GOLDFINGER

AMY & ANDY GRAHAM

LORRAINE & BILL GROSS

DANA & PETER HEIMAN

HOLLY & RICK HELLMAN

IVY & GARY KAPLAN

STEPHANIE KLEIN & DAVID LANDAU

JOANNE & JOEL KRACKOW

PAULA & MICHAEL LEHRBERGER

VICKY LEVIN & JOEL FEIN

BARBARA & ARTHUR LEVY

ANN & JEFFREY LITMAN
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House of Representatives continued

EDIE MCFALL

DR. MARY MORRISON

JUDY RITTER & MICHAEL WISEMAN

MICHELE SALAND & STEVE KALSTEIN

DR. MICKY SELTZER

LINDA & ALAN STILLMAN

ANN THALLER

ELSA & MORTON WACHS

MARGIE & DAN WAINFAN

DEBBI & DAVID WEISS

CATHY & BILL YEAGER

SHERRY & JACK ZIGON

Donors
JUDY EBER

ANN & CANTOR STEVEN FRIEDRICH

REBECCA & RABBI JEREMY GERBER

EDITH GODICK

RABBI STEPHEN GRUNDFAST

RABBI LOUIS KAPLAN

IRMA KOHN

ERICA & JOSHUA LASTER

RICHARD & CECILY MORRIS

RITA RUDMAN

Donations
COLDWELL BANKER PREFERRED, FORMERLY BAIRD AND BIRD

CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC

EARTH & STATE

ELEGANT TOUCH

FELLINI CAFE, MEDIA

GARNET CLEANERS

GENERATIONS, MEDIA

JORDAN THOMAS SALON

THE MEDIA THEATRE

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY

OCCASIONALLY YOURS, SWARTHMORE

PHILADELPHIA CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY

QUOTATIONS, MEDIA

RAE & CO., ARDMORE

SPORTING GENTLEMAN

STYLING POINT, MEDIA
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Best Wishes to
Frances for 

Continued Success
MacElree Harvey, LTD.
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Celebrating your role in Ohev’s history
Mazal Tov, Frances!  

Bonnie Breit & Deb Soutar

Mazal Tov, 

Madame President!

Judy & Bruce Godick



We are so happy to
celebrate and honor
your service to our
Jewish community. 
You make us proud to
have you as our wife
and mom!

Love,
Rick, Julia,& Russell

Thanks to Julie, Susie, Steve and the
Sheehan/She Can team for organizing and
putting this wonderful event together.

11



Congratulations,

Frances!

Matt & Amy Tashman
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Frances,

With love and 

gratitude for all

you do!

Susie, Steve, Rory,

Andrew & Carly
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She leads by example and 
we are lucky to learn from her.

Mazel Tov, Frances

Phyllis Bookspan
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FRANCES,

A tireless volunteer

A devoted Jew

A committed feminist

A proud American

An ardent personal 
rights advocate

A loving wife and mother

It is a privilege to call you friend.

With love and in awe,
Julie
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Mazal Tov to our dear friend!
Love, 

Kate, Peter, Hannah & Leah Kelsen
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Frances,
Thank you for your service to 
Congregation Ohev Shalom. Your
positive attitude and endless energy
have contributed to the continued
growth of our congregation.

Mazal Tov,
Ruth & Don Levinstein
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Best wishes for a successful year. Edith Godick

Mazel tov, Madam President! Gary & Ivy Kaplan

Dear Frances:  I am really sorry that I can’t attend, but I want to send my
Love & Best Wishes.  You are someone I greatly admire. Rita Rudman

Congratulations and Best Wishes, Frances. Sarah Peck & Dan Wofford

Mazel tov, Franny.  Sandy Hahn is smiling. Linda Hahn

Thank you for your fine work as president.  Kol ha-kavod!
Rabbi Louis Kaplan

Ever since we met as freshmen at Wesleyan, we knew someday you’d be
President! Congratulations from your classmates.

Nancy Katz Colman & David Colman

We're voting absentee ballot for Frances.  Mazal tov, Madame President!
Cindy Hoffman & Marty Bergman

Congratulations to our daughter Frances.  Love, Mom and Dad
Desmond & Sheila Sheehan

Frances, your love of community shines through all of your hard work.
Yasher koach. Romie Griesmer & Ron Katcher

Franny - you are truly one who works to “heal the world”.  
Love, Pam & Jeff Bryer

Chai Five to Frances! Debra and Jim Kahn

Congratulations, Frances.  You are wonderful and dedicated to Ohev.
Certainly a great president. Esther Grauman

Mazel tov to our “President” and friend! Doris & Charley Elofer

Congratulations Frances! Susan, Jon, Judy & Michael

Congratulations, Frances! Sorry we couldn’t be there for this great event.
Martin, Lucy, Desmond & Christian
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Frances, 
Congratulations on your presidency!
Yet another way you seek 
to give back to the community!

YOUR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES AT COMMUNITY DENTAL

744 E. LINCOLN HWY., STE. 120 / COATESVILLE, PA 19320
PHONE: 610-383-3888 / FAX: 610-383-4688

WWW.CHESCODENTAL.ORG
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Todah Raba • Muchas Gracias

Merci Beaucoup

Many Thanks!

Betty Bard & Jay Adelsberg
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To Frances:
A woman who certainly

“CAN”
carry on traditions, 

forge new frontiers and 
accomplish visionary goals

for Ohev Shalom.

My very best wishes. 

Helen Pollack
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IN HONOR OF FRANCES AND 
OUR FAVORITE SYNAGOGUE

AWAY FROM HOME!
FRANCES AND MATTHEW HARRIS

MAZAL TOV + TODAH RABA
Karen + Louis Stesis
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Hail to the Chief! Congratulations, Don & Ellen Abramowitz

Congratulations.  Appreciate your leadership and all of the wonderful 
things happening at the synagogue. Neil Bunis

You have our vote, Madame President. Lynne & Steve Secunda

We wish you a successful presidency! All the best, Lesley & Gary

Congratulations Frances—We both wish you and the Congregation Ohev
Shalom much success in the future. With love, Catherine & William Buehler

Our love and best wishes for continued success in your presidency.
Joanne & Joel Krakow

Congratulations, Frances. Ohev could not be in better hands!
Carol & Bruce Bogdanoff

Frances, you are an inspirational and dynamic leader.  Ohev Shalom is
fortunate to have you. XO  Shelley & Spence Miller

Mazal Tov and thank you for your dedication and leadership.
Wendy & Michael Dignazio

Mazal tov, Frances! May your leadership be inspired.
Melissa Weiler Gerber

Your commitment to Ohev is inspiring. May you continue to go from
strength to strength. Bev & Henry Dickson

Frances cares and shows it. She always greets you by name!
Stanley & Natalie Schneider

Congratulations, Frances. Keep up the great work.
Stephanie Klein & David Landau

Mazel Tov, Frances … and Keep up the good work! Your Fan, Irma Kohn

Mazol Tov Frances! You are an inspiration to all! Brenda & Arnold Steinman
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Frances, 
Thank you for your tremendous leadership. Your enthusuiasm
is contagious and the results speak for themselves. You are a
wonderful President and an even better person! 
We look forward to another great year.

Laurie & Curt Krouse



This applies to Frances:

“One must know not just how
to accept a gif t, but with 
what grace to share it.”

Carol E. Ware
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If she can, we all can
support Ohev Shalom Synagogue.

Congratulation Frances!
Judy and Bob Chernoff

Hail to the Chief!
Four More Years!

Thanks & Best Wishes,
Phyllis & Alan Schapire
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Leadership + Humanity + Grit = Frances!
Jessie and Steven Galson

We are so, so lucky to have your 
grace, sechel tov  and energy in 

service to the congrega�on.
Fran Stier & Steve Maurer
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With appreciation for all you

have accomplished in your 

first year as president.

Naomi & Harvey Specter
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Yes she can!
Congratulations, Frances!

Elayne DeSimone & Bill Zirker
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Congratulations, Frances! 
Your hard work and commitment are so appreciated. Thank you for
making the Ohev environment a better place to worship and to share
our life experiences. We look forward to being together in this 
fabulous community for many more years to come.

Susan & Michael Adesman

Frances,
For all you have accomplished, 

thank you.
For all you have achieved, yasher koach.

Mel & Stefan Skalina
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Dear Frances,
Thank you for your un”flag”ging enthusiasm, 
creativity, and leadership.

With fondness & admiration,
The Glanzmans

We thank Frances for all her hard work
and dedication on behalf of 
Congregation Ohev Shalom.

Yasher koach!!
Judy & Russ Young
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Frances,
Thank you for being a member 
of our synagogue.

Thank you for being a leader 
of our community.

Thank you for being a role model
to our daughters.

And thank you for making us
proud.

The Dworkins
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The Pinsky-Shor Family 
Congratulates Frances on her inspired

leadership of our congregation.



Congratula�ons to Frances, 
The Greatest Car Pool Organizer Ever.

Is There Anything She Can't Do?

Your Pool Pals, 
The Graham, Cohen, Petrescu & Abramowitz Families

HAIL TO THE CHIEF!
Congratulations 

on a wonderful job!
The Weiss Family

David, Debbi, Rachel, & Jessica
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Best Wishes to our dear, hard working,
wonderful president. 

How lucky we are to have her!
Ruth Kaplan
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Frances,

Thank you for all the

good you have done 

over the years in 

Chester County and the

surrounding area. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer & Bob McNeil
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Congratula�ons to Frances.
What a great term of office it will be! 
Neil Kauffman & Barbara Drebing
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Congratulations
from the

Gelmans of 
Rockville Centre, 

New York
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Marsha and Larry Dworkin would like to
thank Cliff Cohen and Pete Koelle for their

time and assistance in leading Shiva services
for Marsha’s mother, Frances D. Solomon.

Best Wishes 
to Frances and her family.

Leslie & Rob Beck
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